
K a r u m a h — r e s t o r i n g  d i g n i t y  

Merry Christmas to you all  

Its that time of year again and what a years it’s been; 2014 has seen the AIDs conference in Melbourne; 

and many changes within Karumah. We now have 2 offices and have become a paperless office, we lost 

our beautiful shade trees in the backyard but gained a freshly painted carport area and freshly painted 

outdoor chairs with new cushions. This year we’ve undertaken quality accreditation which will continue 

into next year, and have had to deal with the changes in Health funding and the potential impact that 

will have on the future of Karumah. We’ve put out an operational booklet, had a student placement , 

our case manager has been kept very busy and we’ve welcomed some amazing new people to Karumah 

and sadly farewelled others. And to wrap up the year we finished with a Red party; AIDs awareness 

week; Karumahs Christmas party and our AGM.  

Thank You 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who generously offered their time during the last 12 months, 

they have helped with shredding, grant applications, gardening, mowing, cleaning up around the yard, 

painting and repairing, organising our red party, helping to set up and clean up the red party; sell raffle 

tickets; donate gifts and their time for fundraising. They assisted in social events; helped in the kitchen 

both cooking and cleaning up and of course helped out with computer assistance both in centre and 

outreach. Karumah could not exist without it’s volunteers and I send out a big THANK YOU to you all.  

Operating Hours  

Karumah will be closed over the Christmas New Year period, from Friday 19th December 2014 and open 

again on Monday 12th January 2015. If you need any urgent assistance during that period you can call 

our case manager (0490 094 268) and leave a message, she will be checking her messages twice a week 

and will get back to you. Staff, volunteers and our Board would like to wish you all a wonderful Christ-

mas time and a great New Year.  

Christmas Party  & AGM 

This will be held on Thursday 18th December 2014 at the ‘Diggers’ at Mayfield it starts at 12pm we look 

forward to catching up with you there, please RSVP for booking purposes. This will be preceded by our 

AGM which starts at 11am in the Bistro restaurant at the Diggers, all members are welcome.  

 



AIDs Awareness Week 

What a week, Newcastle put on some amazing events, it started with Karumahs Red Party; then there was 

the Red Dress Run; followed by Hike for HIV a hike from Dixon Park ending with a BBQ. Then we had paint 

the town Red with the civic park Fountain, the Obelisk, Customs House Fountain and various walls being lit 

up Red.  Newcastle Library hung a giant red ribbon and Cessnock; Newcastle and Lake Macquarie Libraries 

had AIDs awareness displays.  Then there were the red ribbon stalls and finishing off with a “HIV/AIDS the 

Hunter Response” lecture which recognised 30 years of treating people with HIV.  The team that puts this 

together every year is very dedicated and they do an amazing job of raising awareness of HIV/AIDs. Con-

gratulations everyone on a great year.  

 

Survey 

We have included a consumer survey, something for you to fill in and return to us at your leisure. Karu-

mah welcomes your input both positive and negative, to help us  provide the best service we possibly 

can. Our thanks in anticipation. Regards Machele  


